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Message from the President: 
Wayne Allen 

 
It's the middle of the summer, and, there are still 
plenty of cruise-ins, car shows, and just plain old 
good driving days available to get your Corvette on 
the road. 
 
You could always join a few of us for Iron Butt IV 
for a nice cruise to Woodward Ave in Detroit, into 
Canada, visit Winnipeg, Regina, Moose Jaw, the 
Badlands, and wherever else we can find for our 
pleasure. 
 
Anyone ordered a C7 yet? I want to see one on the 
road, and, in person, to see all the new innovations 
that GM has made.  Amazing that a vehicle with 
450 plus HP can still get 28 - 30 MPG!  I really 
would like a better selection of colors for my own 
choosing. 
 
MACC has a great membership, and, a lot of very 
active people who travel , work on their cars, and 
live full, fun lives.  Come to MACC events, meet 
some of these members, and, enjoy the  benefits of 
knowing Corvette owners. 
 
Until we meet again, save the wave, be friendly to 
other Corvette drivers on the road. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.midalcorvette.com/�
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Message from the Vice President: 
David Overton 

 
We had a great turn out for our car show at Joe's 
Italian in Alabaster' the weather was great. Paul 
Woodard took Home the first place prize followed 
by Mickey Gordon in second and Bill Brasher in 
third. Brad Davis won the 50/50 pot. We gave away 
some door prizes and everyone had a good time.  
 
Summer is moving fast this year but there is still 
plenty of time to get out and enjoy your corvette. 
We have some trips planned the first is Saturday 
August 3rd going to the Welborne museum.  
 
There has been several new members join the club 
in the last few months I would like to welcome 
them and let everyone know this club is for all its 
members so if anyone has something that would 
like the club to do just let us know. As always get 
and enjoy your corvette. 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
Sara Boehme 

We have 2 returning members 
 
Rob & Fran Conrad 
Mt Brook, Al 
 
2006 Silver Calloway 
 
This was the car previously owned and loved by 
Bob and Carol Stewart. 
 
Please be sure to welcome these members back to 
our club make them feel welcome when you see 
them. 
 
 
 
 
 

MACC Cruise Ins 
By  Cathy Crapet 

 
Saturday, August 3  
  
Mark your calendars and get your Corvettes 
ready to cruise to Welborne Muscle Car Muse-
um in Alexander City. 
 
We will meet for breakfast at Cracker Barrel at 
the Colonnade (Highway 280/459) at 8:00 and 
will plan to leave at 9:00. 
 
Hoke has planned a scenic, back roads cruise 
to arrive at the museum around 11:00. 
 
Lunch will be at a restaurant overlooking sce-
nic Lake Martin. 
 
Join us for good food, good friends, muscle 
cars, and Corvettes. 
  
Thanks to Tommy Ray for planning this trip.   
  
As always, please let me know if you plan 
to attend so we do not leave anyone.  
  
 
 

Corvette Trivia 
By Thom Williamson 

Luxury amenities such as power steering, air condi-
tioning, and leather seats were first available in the 
1963 Corvette.  

The 1963 Grand Sports, while originally looking 
much like the production coupes, had no body 
parts in common. The fiberglass body panels were 
roughly half the thickness of production panels to 
save weight.  The 1963 Grand Sports originally 
were released without fender flares, using the 
stock look.  However, they were wider to allow a 
wider tire 8.25x15 rather than the stock 6.70x15 
tire.  A 36 gallon fuel tank, the largest ever offered, 
was available as an option in the Corvette from 
1963 to 1967.  The earliest serial number air condi-
tioned Sting Ray has a production build date in Oc-
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tober, about 6 months before the rest of the A/C 
cars. It seems the owner was a GM executive who 
had the car returned to Chevrolet for refitting with 
A/C.  The 1963 roof panel molds were built using 
wrong dimensions, such that all roof panels were 
too small.  This left a gap seen in the door pillar 
above the door latch in all but a few cars. The ones 
where it is not found were cosmetically covered up 
with body filler.  The famous "split" rear window 
for the new Corvette almost never came to be.   

Bill Mitchell and Zora Arkus-Duntov argued over 
the design, Bill Mitchell won out for the 1963 Mod-
el, but it was removed for 1964 never to be seen 
again. 

 
 
 

National Corvette Museum News 
By Fred Atkins 

 

 
 
What's In Your Museum 

1968 Astro II 
  
The Astro II (XP-880) was the first of several exper-
imental, mid-engine Corvettes that kicked off years 
of exotic sports car anticipation. 

After 11 months of development it was revealed at 
the 1968 New York Auto Show. 

While the Astro II was being track tested in Spring 
1968, Duntov and his crew were busy working on 
their solution to the trans axle problem, the stun-
ning XP-882. 

Did You Know.......By using off the shelf parts, the 
designers were able to deliver the car quickly and 
at a relatively low cost. However, because of a lack 
of serious commitment by Chevrolet, the car was 
made using an out of production '63 Pontiac 
Tempest two-speed trans axle. 

The Astro II used a central backbone frame and 
thick doors that housed safety beams. Designed 
primarily to showcase its rear-mounted power 
train application, Astro II had doors to access the 
passenger compartment, rear compartment hatch 
which lifted to provide access to the engine com-
partment and a front compartment designed as a 
storage area. The big-block V8 was positioned 
backwards so the starter and ring gear fit under the 
reclined seats. 
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New Web Site 
Sara Boehme 

 
MACC has a new website.  The address for it is the 
same as the previous one www.midalcorvette.com 
Your old sign in for the members only section is no 
longer valid.  If you haven’t already done it, you 
need to go to the website, hover over “members” 
tab on the far right, then on the drop down, click on 
the “log in or register”.  You will need to fill out the 
registration form just like a new member.  If your 
spouse wants to be able to go on separately, you 
will need to add the spouse user name and email 
address (different from the one you used for your-
self).  If you use a joint email, you can go on here 
jointly also.   
 
I will receive a notification that there is a new 
member request and will activate you.  This should 
happen fairly soon unless I’m out of town.  If I’m 
away from a real computer-not just my phone-it 
might take longer to get spouse set up since I have 
to do it manually.  
 
You (and spouse) will receive an email with a tem-
porary password that is a ridiculous one.  You will 
need to go back to the website to “members” and 
“log in” with this password.  It is suggested that you 
copy and paste it.  After you are in, click on 
“change password” and enter one you can remem-
ber.  This is completely separate from the MACC-
all emailing list, so you can be on one and not nec-
essarily on the other.   
 
Now you will be able to check the member list, etc 
just like on the old site.  The events (under calen-
dar) are interactive where you can post a reply to 
them if you have information to add or just say you 
will be attending. If you know of a car show or oth-
er event that the club might be interested in, you can 
also post it here. 
 
Please remember that this is a public website other 
than the members section, so please think before 
you post.  
  

We need to give a huge “THANK YOU” to Thom 
Williamson and Brit Mansell for a lot of long hours 
putting this together. 
 
If you have any questions about any of this you can 
contact Thom Thom@Cahabaheightshardware.com 
or Sara Sara8464@yahoo.com for more infor-
mation.  Please make sure you are receiving emails 
at every email address you want and check with 
your spouse that (s)he is also getting them.  If you 
are getting them in too many places or not enough 
just send me an email with your wishes. 
 
After you are signed on, please go to the member-
ship list and make sure all your information on it is 
correct. 
 

ICE CREAM CONE 

I'm off to get an ice cream cone! 

 For those who understand, no explanation is 
needed. 

For those who do not understand, no explanation 
is possible. 

One day I had lunch with some friends. Jim, a short, 
balding golfer type about 80 years old, came along 
with them -- all in all, a pleasant bunch. 
 
When the menus were presented we ordered sal-
ads, sandwiches and soups, except for Jim who 
said, "Ice Cream, please. Two scoops, chocolate.  
 
I wasn't sure my ears heard right, and the others 
were aghast. "Along with heated apple pie," Jim 
added, completely unabashed. 
 
We tried to act quite nonchalant, as if people did 
this all the time. But when our orders were brought 
out, I didn't enjoy mine. 
 
I couldn't take my eyes off Jim as his pie a-la-mode 
went down. The other guys couldn't believe it. 
They ate their lunches silently and grinned. 

http://www.midalcorvette.com/�
mailto:sara8464@yahoo.com�
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The next time I went out to eat, I called and invited 
Jim. I lunched on white meat tuna. He ordered a 
parfait. 
I smiled. He asked if he amused me.  I answered, 
"Yes, you do, but also you confuse me. 
 
How come you order rich desserts, while I feel I 
must be sensible? 

He laughed and said "I'm tasting all that is Possible. 
I try to eat the food I need, and do the things I 
should. But life's so short, my friend, I hate missing 
out on something good. 
 
This year I realized how old I was. (He grinned) I 
haven't been this old before."  "So, before I die, I've 
got to try those things that for years I had ignored.  
I haven't smelled all the flowers yet. There are too 
many trout streams I haven't fished. There's more 
fudge sundaes to wolf down and kites to be flown 
overhead. 
 
There are too many golf courses I haven't played. 
I've not laughed at all the jokes. I've missed a lot of 
sporting events and potato chips and cokes. I want 
to wade again in water and feel ocean spray on my 
face.  I want to sit in a country church once more 
and thank God for His grace. 
 
I want peanut butter every day spread on my 
morning toast. I want un-timed long distance calls 
to the folks I love the most. 
 
I haven't cried at all the movies yet, or walked in 
the morning rain. I need to feel wind on my face. I 
want to be in love again. 
 
So, if I choose to have dessert, instead of having 
dinner, then should I die before night fall, I'd say I 
died a winner, because I missed out on nothing. I 
filled my heart's desire. I had that final chocolate 
mousse before my life expired.." 
 
With that, I called the waitress over. "I've changed 
my mind, " I said. "I want what he is having, only 

add some more whipped cream!"  
 
We need an annual Friends Day! Live well, love 
much & laugh often - Be happy. 
 
Be mindful that happiness isn't based on posses-
sions, power, or prestige but on relationships with 
people we like and respect. Remember that while 
money talks, CHOCOLATE ICE CREAM SINGS! 

Upcoming Events 
By  

08/03/2013   
 Wellborn Muscle Car Museum  
Wellborn Muscle Car Museum, Alexander City Ala-
bama 
 
08/03/2013    
River City Corvette Club - Chattanooga Tn.  
Chattanooga River Park, Chattanooga TN 
 
08/12/2013 - 08/22/2013 
Iron Butt IV - North to Canada 
 
08/18/2013   1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
MACC Monthly Meeting 
 
 

Corvette Information 
2014 "C7" Corvette specs and pictures online here. 

2013 Corvette Statistics online here. 

2013 Corvette Statistics -PDF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.midalcorvette.com/events/welborn-muscle-car-museum/�
http://www.midalcorvette.com/events/river-city-corvette-club-chattanooga-tn/�
http://www.midalcorvette.com/events/iron-butt-iv-north-to-canada/�
http://www.midalcorvette.com/events/macc-monthly-meeting-2013-08-18/�
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/specs/2014/index.shtml�
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/specs/2013/index.shtml�
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/specs/2013/2013CorvetteStats.pdf�
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Are You Listening? 
By Coach Landry 

 
Part of George Washington’s leadership style was 
to listen first, then communicate his feelings.   
 
While such a technique may sound like common 
sense, it can be argued that history is filled with 
stories of failed leaders who acted without asking--
-or who took decisive action without first verifying 
key information.    
 
Washington, however, was most often deliberate 
and pragmatic.  Recall that his first action upon ar-
riving in Boston was to ride out on his horse and 
get the lay of the land---and ask for an accurate 
count on the number of troops (both American and 
British).  Afterward, he convened a council of war 
and listened to the opinions of his generals.  It was 
only then he conceived and executed a plan of ac-
tion.  In general, Washington employed the same 
method before every major engagement of war.  
He sought out key information, attempted to verify 
it, and then took swift action.   
 
A mistake common to many executives is not tak-
ing time to listen to others.  Many think that be-
cause they are chosen to head a group they are, in 
turn, responsible for coming up with every idea, 
making every decision, and instituting every action.  
Such leaders often feel that if they aren’t doing it 
all, they will be viewed as ineffective.  However, it 
is the leader who doesn’t mingle and obtain com-
ments from others who is the one that has the 
most difficulty getting things done.  Nobody knows 
how to do the job better than those on the front 
lines.  So frequent contact with followers is essen-
tial if leaders are going to succeed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Listening is not only an important aspect of leader-
ship, it is also an art.  Like a painter in touch with 
his subject, effective listeners take in everything 
they hear, analyze it within the context of the envi-
ronment, and then create an image for their minds 
to absorb.  Stephen R. Covey, in Principle-Centered 
Leadership, wrote that leaders “listen to others 
with genuine empathy,” and that they “seek first to 
understand, then to be understood.”  
 
In essence, leaders simply must be good listeners.  
How else can they understand and act for “certain 
goals that represent the values--the wants and 
needs, the aspirations and expectations--of the 
people they represent”? 
 
Leaders must listen to people in their organizations 
far more than followers must listen to leaders.  
They must listen, then speak; follow, then lead.  Of 
course, such a concept is anything but new.  More 
than 2,000 years ago, the ancient Chinese philoso-
pher Lao Tzu wrote in the Tao Teh Ching: 
 
In [the leader’s] desire to be at the front of people, 

He must in his person be behind them. 
In his desire to be above the people, 

He must in his speech be below them. 
Sincere words are not showy; 
Showy words are not sincere. 
Those who know do not say; 

Those who say do not know. 
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America Still Builds Rockets!!!! 
 

 
 

Mid Alabama Corvette Club Meeting 
 

Sunday, August 18, 2013 
 

Red Lobster 
1030 Montgomery Highway-S. 

Vestavia Hills, AL 35216 
205-822-7240 

 
Eat at 1:00, Meet at 2:00 

 
Hope to see you there 
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