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Message from the President: 
Wayne Allen 

 
Happy New Year, MACC members. 
 
2013 A.D. has arrived, and, another year has de-
parted.  Activities galore are in the planning for 
your enjoyment: World of Wheels, Vehicle muse-
um trips, eating forays, our Vette Spectacular car 
show at Zamora, and numerous other fun events 
for your opportunity to drive your Corvette.   
 
Perhaps, there might be another Iron Butt trip in 
the making for lots of miles in a short number of 
days. Be prepared to opt in for something that suits 
your style and time frame.   
 
If you would like to do an event, put it out there for 
all of us to consider. Everyone has the opportunity 
to plan an event. Most of us are limited with our 
imagination, so, it's up to you to provide the spark.  
 
 As several have so aptly said: MACC is a family, 
come meet your friends at the events.  You will find 
a lot of very interesting folks. 
 
Welcome to the year 2013  !!!!!!!!!!!  
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Message from the Vice President: 
David Overton 

 
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas  and will 
have a Happy New Year. Thanks goes out to Cathy 
Crapet for planning a wonderful MACC Christmas 
party, we had a good turn out with 56 attending. 

 Thanks also to Jane and Jocko for hosting the 
MACC bowling party with planning from Sara 
Boehme. We had a lot of fun playing Dirty Santa. As 
we get ready for 2013 the World of Wheels is com-
ing up in February and MACC Vette Spectacular  is 
April 27th. We have several other road trips in the 
works. Tune that corvette up and ride.  

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
Sara Boehme 

Last reminder about dues 
 

Thank you to everyone who has already sent in 
your dues for 2013.  If you have not paid yet, 
please send your check for $25 for single members 
or $50 for married/family membership.  Checks 
should be made out to Mid Alabama Corvette Club 
or MACC mailed to Box 530884, Birmingham, Al 
35253 or 208 East Linwood Dr, Homewood, Al 
35209.   
 
If you don’t plan to continue having fun with 
MACC, please let me know so I can take you off the 
lists. 
 
Sara Boehme 
Sara8464@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Corvette Trivia 
By Thom Williamson 

 

1986 Corvette Trivia 

Welcome back the convertible in 1986, the first 
since 1975. The convertible Corvette was the 
pace car for the 70th annual Indy 500. All convert-
ibles were designated Indy pace car replicas. The 
cars were shipped with the graphics in the trunk 
so the buyer could designate whether the 
graphics were applied or not.  

New aluminum cylinder heads were produced 
and added 5 horsepower to the engine but due to 
cracking they had to be re-designed. Only the last 
8,594 cars were believed to have the aluminum 
heads, this included all the pace car convertibles. 
A new center brake light was added above the 
hatch to comply with new safety laws.  

A new ABS (anti-lock brake system) was standard, 
this prevented wheel lockup during heavy brak-
ing. The instrument cluster was tilted this year to 
prevent glare. The VATS security system became 
standard this year, this codes each key with an id 
that the car reads electronically to be sure it is 
the correct key before the engine will start. The 
sport seat is now the standard seat.  

Total 1985 Corvettes Built - 35,109 
Total 1987 Coupes - 27,794 
Total 1987 Convertibles - 7,315  
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National Corvette Museum News 
By Fred Atkins 

 

 
National Corvette Museum News 
 
Sebring Event Registration Live 
 
Registration has opened for the NCM's new Sebring 
event which expands on the usual HPDE format. 
Not only are there run groups for beginners to ad-
vanced high speed drivers, for the first time there 
are run sessions reserved for quick laps for convert-
ible drivers and those not interested in full out driv-
ing.  All this on the famous Sebring 3.7 mile ALMS 
circuit.  
 
The event is expanded with the NCM hosting an 
NCCC sanction autocross and a car show in addition 
to the HPDE and touring.   A number of corvette 
engineers and designers, including launch and qual-
ity engineers attend NCM HPDE schools and this is 
no exception.   
 
Spectators are welcome and rides will be available 
with instructors and in the Museum's 63 Z06 race 
car. We expect to have several race drivers present 
as well.  For additional information contact  
 
roc@corvettemuseum.org or  
karen@corvettemuseum.org  
 

NCM 20th Anniversary Celebration and National 
Corvette Caravan Registration 

Labor Day weekend 2014 marks a major milestone 
in Corvette and Museum history; Corvette, the 

longest running single marquee, is in its 7th gener-
ation and the Museum, a member driven organiza-
tion, celebrates the 20th Anniversary of the Grand 
Opening.  In keeping with tradition, which is one of 
the hallmarks of the Corvette world, the kick-off to 
the celebration starts with thousands of Corvette 
enthusiasts from all over the world making their 
way to Bowling Green, Kentucky in ever-growing 
caravans converging on the home of Corvette for 
3+ days of exciting Corvette lifestyle. 

Although months away from finalizing the on-site 
activities, planning for the National Corvette Cara-
van has been underway for several years.  In one 
significant change from the past there will be only 
a single registration for both the 20th Anniversary 
Celebration and the National Corvette Caravan.  
Base registration is for the on-site event and there 
are options to add your Caravan selection, the Hall 
of Fame Induction Banquet, event shirt and, for 
Lifetime members, the Lifetime/VIP dinner.  

As activities are finalized and an agenda created 
updates will be posted to this page and announce-
ments will appear in eNews and on Caravan Chat. 

Click here for 20TH ANNIVERSARY / National Cor-
vette Caravan Registration 

From Our NCM Family To Yours 

May God's blessings come to you a thousand fold; 
may the love in your heart never get old; and may 
you find treasures more precious than gold. Have a 
blessed Christmas and a happy new year to you 
and your family!    ~Anonymous 

Stephanie Morrill 
Membership Services Manager 
National Corvette Museum 
"A Member-Driven Organization" 
www.corvettemuseum.org 
270-467-8837 direct 
 
 
 

mailto:roc@corvettemuseum.org�
mailto:karen@corvettemuseum.org�
http://www.nationalcorvettecaravan.com/�
http://www.nationalcorvettecaravan.com/�
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/ncmenews/index.shtml�
http://maillist.corvettemuseum.com/cgi-bin/wa.exe?SUBED1=caravan-chat&A=1�
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/registration/celebration/20registration.shtml�
http://www.corvettemuseum.org/�
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Back to the Fifties 
 
Cool cars, music, dancing, beautiful Vettes and a lot 
of memories.  It's a twelve minute video but well 
worth the time. 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDc0
ID6PJeg&feature=youtu.be 
 

Assembling the Red Wagons 
 
A group of MACC members gathered at Bill Ringer's 
home to assemble 23 Red Wagons that our Club 
donated to Children's Hospital.  We did the easy 
part, Bill still had much work to do.  Due to space, 
only a few wagons can be completed  with name 
plates each day and left to dry overnight. Six were 
delivered a week ago, six more will be delivered 
next Wednesday and the rest the following week.  
MACC donated 14 Red Wagons last year for a total 
of 37.  The wagons are located at the front en-
trance of the Hospital where people checking in 
may get one to use if needed.  Bill has been re-
sponsible for donations totaling 53 Red Wagons, 16 
coming from Sunday School Classes and other 
Clubs.  Smiles appear on children and grownups 
alike when they see the Corvette logo.  Many 
thanks to Bill for his commitment and work of LOVE 
for Children's Hospital. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDc0ID6PJeg&feature=youtu.be�
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Wind Over the USA 
 
What a cool way to look at current wind velocities 
over the States. 
 
http://hint.fm/wind/index.html 
 
 
 

Mid Alabama 
 Corvette Club Meeting 

 
Sunday, Jan 20, 2013 

 
Johnny Ray’s Bar B Q 
2252 Pelham Parkway 

Pelham, Al  35124 
 

This is in the strip mall behind 
Dairy Queen on Hwy 31 where 

Hwy 119 runs into it. 
 

Eat at 1:00, Meet at 2:00 
 

Hope to see you there 
 
 
 

Unusual Vehicles 
 

 
 
 

Member Vettes 
Bob and Kaye Blakney 

 
There it was on a car lot.   The 1966 yellow corvette 
was a year old, but looked to be in perfect condi-
tion.  I was working in Sylacauga the summer be-
fore my senior year at Samford.   Evidently was 
originally purchased new by a teacher and parked it 
far away from the students.  So I puttered around 
in the car like I was still driving my old Studebaker 
Lark until the next spring.  The HemisFair was in 
San Antonio in 1968 and a frat brother and I decid-
ed to go.  The engine  now had a skip and I needed 
to get it checked but did not know who to "trust" 
with my car. 
 
We had lived in Birmingham briefly and became 
friends with Mr. Stone who worked at Drennen.  
Seeking advice, I gave him a call and was told that 
they had a young mechanic that drove and built 
race cars and his name was Lee Hurley.  So I drove 
down and found him in the back of the shop.  He 
told me to crank it up and let him listen for a mi-
nute.  Then he said "get in".   
 
We drove a short distance to some out of the way 
back street.  He stopped, looked over to me and 
said "I'm not going to tear up your car".  In the se-
cond that I'm trying to figure out what this means, 
I'm pushed back into the seat like some kind of cir-

http://hint.fm/wind/index.html�
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cus ride.  I manage to move my eyeballs over to the 
tachometer and it's on the RED line.  Then second 
gear and the tach did not drop one RPM.  Same 
thing for third and fourth.  I was able to breathe 
again as he turned the car around and I saw a big 
cloud of black smoke we had left behind.  Oh but 
the "fun" was not over (for him).  We did this again 
and drove back into the shop.  After listening to the 
engine purr he said "these cars are made to run 
and you have to move some air through them".  He 
also said " now you have a couple of weeks until 
your trip.  Drive it and if you have any problems, 
come back and see me.  There is no charge today".  
As I drove off, I would have sworn he'd done a 
$100 tuneup job which would have been a good 
one in 1968. 
 
Well, we made that trip just fine and the car was 
my daily driver for the next  24 years.  Kaye and I 
dated in that car.  Later we brought Kaye a bright 
red CIII that she drove a couple of years.  So life 
goes on, the car stays outside most of the time and 
the paint begins to flake and peel off.  Eventually 
the calipers rust so the brakes are gone.  Other 
things get more attention and it doesn't even get 
cranked anymore.  So there it sat for fifteen years 
and partially covered at best.  I probably should 
have sold it, but it's not my nature to get rid of 
things.  And I'm sentimental  and eventually actual-
ly started feeling sorry for that old car. 
 
One day in 2007 another corvette owner was talk-
ing about taking his car to Birmingham for a tune-
up and other work.  After a few minutes, and with-
out any names being mentioned, I asked if the 
mechanic's name might be Lee Hurley.  He just 
looked at me in astonishment and said, "why yes".  
It was one of those really strange moments be-
cause I had no idea of what ever happened to Lee 
nor seen or talked with him in almost thirty years.  
You might say he made a lasting impression.  I was 
told that he owns HESCO.  A few weeks later I visit-
ed his shop at lunch time and he was not there. I 
related this story to Jeff and Joe who work for Lee.  
They laughed and said it sounded just like him.  
Then I mentioned that it was about time for anoth-

er one of his "tuneups".  And the goal was for Lee 
to drive the car once again and for it to look as 
good as he first saw it. 
 
In a few days they had picked up the car and the 
frame up restoration had begun.  Getting the car 
back on the road was an enjoyable experience.  Vir-
tually everything visible has been repaired, re-
stored or replaced.  HESCO got it running and stop-
ping again.  Jeff Worthy did some major fiberglass 
work and painted the car.  Gene and Brenda Wright 
reworked the interior and JT with ZIP Corvette fur-
nished most of the parts and trim.  I really appreci-
ate these folks who became our friends and helped 
us accomplish the goal. 
 
When the car was taken back to HESCO for Lee to 
drive, it looked even better than when he first saw 
it.  We got in and he looked at me and said, "I'm 
not going to tear up your car".  It was a good ride 
and Mission Accomplished!  Then Lee's advice to 
Kaye and me was to drive the car and enjoy it. 
 
The yellow 66 has been a good car but it's been a 
greater vehicle.  By that I mean it has opened up a 
new world of more friends and exciting places.  We 
have enjoyed our membership in MACC  and have 
been able to participate in many activities including 
the World of Wheels.  A few years ago I would have 
never dreamed that we would have a car suitable 
for any car show.  I appreciate Bobby Allen for de-
tailing and servicing the car.  It's fun to participate 
in local car shows, fund raisers and parades.  Every 
car has a story and I enjoy hearing about each 
one.   You hear a lot of corvette stories including 
those about "the one that got away" and how they 
miss that car.  We've heard some of the best at 
Cruisin" the Coast in Biloxi.   
 
I felt honored by a yellow Z06's driver a couple of 
years ago when he parked beside us and asked if 
he could take a picture of both cars.  We have been 
able to get the 66's picture with Vic Edlebrock 
while participating in the Hot Rod Power Tour.  Al-
so with Bryan Fuller, a recent co-host of Two Guys 
Garage on the Speed Channel.  We also have a pic 
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of Kirk Bennion, Corvette's Chief Exterior Design 
Director while he was judging it at a Panama City 
show.  We were fortunate that he selected the 66 
as his show favorite.  The sun was out and it re-
flected the pearl in the paint which he must have 
liked.  The yellow also caught the attention of a 
film crew for a promo spot for the Vetted TV show 
coming to the Speed Channel in January. 
 
 In keeping with Lee's advice, the car has been 
driven coast to coast.  Last fall up the Blue Ridge 
Parkway to the Shenandoah National Park and over 
to and down the Outer Banks off the coast of North 
Carolina.  This year up to Chicago and followed 
Route 66 to Santa Monica pier in Los Angeles. 
 
So our yellow 66 has been a good ride and a great 
vehicle.  And for the past few years been sheltered 
more like a member of the family. 
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America Still Builds Rockets!!!! 
 

 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 
 

 


	MACC “TRACKS” MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
	2012 CHAPTER OFFICERS
	President & Executive Board Member:
	Wayne Allen
	Vice President & Executive Board Member:
	David Overton
	Secretary & Executive Board Member:
	Jilda Hulsey
	Treasurer & Executive Board Member:
	Jim Harris
	Past President & Executive Board Member:
	Hoke Graham
	Membership:
	Sara Boehme
	NCM Ambassador:
	Fred Atkins
	Newsletter:
	Bill Brasher
	Web Site Chair:
	Thom Williamson
	Social Chair:
	Cathy Crapet
	Sunshine Chair:
	Babs Lucas
	Goodwill Ambassador
	Terry Mathews

