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Message	  from	  the	  President	  
Dwain Lawrence 

 
Greetings MACC Family, 
 
 
Well, 2016 is off to a terrific start for 
MACC.  We found a new home for our 
meetings at Mikey’s Grill and pulled off 
our most successful World of Wheels 
ever!  Congratulations to our entire 
MACC team.  You made this a show for 
the ages!  I am very proud to report that 
we raised over $1,800.00 for Magic 
Moments with our raffle ticket sales for 
the give-a-way of five remote controlled 
Corvettes!!!  MACC also won a plaque 
and $300.00 for the Best Club Display in 
the World of Wheels!!  None of this 
would have been possible without you 
and your efforts to make this club a 
success. Thank you all... 
 
 

  
 

 



	  
  

 

I would like to give a special thanks to some of our members who went above and 
beyond to make WOW a success: 
 
Hoke and Charlotte Graham - for hosting our WOW work day at their home and storing 
and being the caretakers for all our displays. To Hoke, a special thank you, for his work 
in negotiating with WOW to allow us an additional area for a second display for MACC. 
 
David and Phyllis Overton - for organizing and coordinating our club participants and 
their cars, printing extra flyers, etc. and generally just doing what is needed for this club 
as Vice President. 
 
Jerry and Lisa Holcombe - for furnishing one of their moving trucks from Reliable 
Moving Company to transport our displays to and from Hoke's storage to the BJCC for 
the show. 
 
Wayne and Donna Allen - for shopping for and acquiring our giveaway remote 
controlled Corvettes. 
 
All the MACC elves - for showing up ready to help in any way for the club.  We had 
incredible help with cleaning, moving and bringing food and snacks for 
everyone.  Members helped set up, dismantle and load our displays off and on the 
truck.  The ladies of MACC assisted with ticket sales, collecting money and registering 
patrons for our drawing.  Last but not least, all of the members that endured hours of 
standing to help SELL TICKETS. My hat is off to you that sold even one single ticket to 
help us raise such a large amount for Magic Moments!!!  Well done MACC…Well 
done. 
 
Now as we move ahead, our next endeavor is our main attraction, the Vette 
Spectacular car show on April 30th at Zamora Shrine Temple.  We are making 
progress with sponsors but could use more.  If you can help solicit sponsorships or 
donations for door prizes, etc., we need your help now.  As of this writing, we have pre-
registered approximately 28 cars for the show. This is an excellent start.  Remember 
that we need you as a volunteer at the car show.  Come join us and have some fun, 
make new friends and be a part of the Vette Spectacular for Magic Moments. 
 

Speaking of fun…thanks to Joe and Peg Planson for hosting another terrific Super 
Bowl party at their beautiful home. I believe this was the largest gathering ever for the 
party!  We had fantastic food and beverages for all as well as a great time just being 

with friends and the MACC family.  The next morning, we had two groups of members 
head off to Mobile, Alabama and on to Biloxi, Mississippi for a little Mardi Gras fun! The 



 
 

weather cooperated and we enjoyed a festive and colorful Mardi Gras parade on Fat 
Tuesday in Biloxi.  If you missed going this year, we will be going again next year...so 

plan to join us. 
 

Well that’s all for this month but remember that with all this work also comes some 
fun.  It’s about to warm up and that means road trips!! 

So clean that Vette and get ready to go. 
 
 
Dwain Lawrence 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  



Message	  from	  the	  Vice	  President	  
David Overton 

Message from the Vice President: 
 
   First of all I would like to thank all that help with the World of 
Wheels it was a huge success for our club and Magic 
Moments.  Our club Members that entered their corvettes won 5 
Best in Class trophies, 7 runners up trophies, 1 outstanding 
Sports Car Plaque, and the club won Best Club Display Trophy 
along with a cash prize. We collected a nice amount of money for 
donations to Magic Moments of Alabama. This was one of the 
best World of Wheels displays that we have ever had, I am proud 
of all that participated and helped, from those who entered their 
corvettes to those who collected donations and help set up and 
take down the display. Thanks to Jerry and Lisa Holcombe for 
supplying the truck to haul all of our display. 
  
 Moving ahead our show Vette Spectacular is April 30, 2016. We 
still need all members to help solicit sponsorship and door prize 
donations. We need some experienced judges and a lot of help 
setting up and parking cars. 
  
 
We have a great club with some great hard working members; it 
takes all of us working together to have successful club, shows 
and events. Thanks again for everything our members do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



 
 

Super	  Bowl	  Party	  

	  
Joe	  and	  Peg	  Planson	  opened	  up	  their	  beautiful	  home	  to	  host	  the	  annual	  Super	  
Bowl	  Party.	  All	  enjoyed	  lots	  of	  great	  food	  and	  wonderful	  friendships.	  What	  a	  
great	  club	  !!!	  	  Many	  thanks	  to	  Joe	  and	  Peg	  for	  the	  hospitality	  and	  great	  place	  to	  

enjoy	  the	  Super	  Bowl.	  	  
	   	   	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
  

 

World	  of	  Wheels	  Show	  
Birmingham	  Al	  	  

MACC	  attended	  the	  World	  of	  Wheels	  Show	  at	  Birmingham	  Civic	  Center	  Feb	  12th	  
–	  14th.	  A	  total	  of	  12	  MACC	  Cars	  were	  on	  display.	  The	  club	  won	  the	  BEST	  CLUB	  
DISPLAY	  AWARD	  and	  with	  that	  not	  only	  a	  plaque	  but	  a	  cash	  prize.	  Also	  the	  
raffle	  on	  the	  Remote	  Control	  Cars	  was	  a	  huge	  success	  –	  Charlie	  Rauccio	  is	  a	  

chance	  selling	  machine	  !!!!!	  Many	  others	  were	  there	  all	  doing	  their	  parts	  to	  help	  
the	  club	  help	  raise	  funds	  for	  Magic	  Moments.	  As	  for	  the	  cars	  all	  won	  trophies	  

such	  a	  strong	  showing	  by	  the	  MACC	  members.	  	  

	  



 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
  

 

Upcoming Events                                                                                                               
 

Tricia Lawrence 
March 5 

Lunch at The Freight House Restaurant in Hartselle 
Stop in Cullman on the way home for shopping in the Warehouse District 

 
March 19 

Breakout Games in Homewood 
 

March 20 
MACC Club Meeting at Mikey’s Grill 

 
April 2 

Vettes at the Village at Sandestin in Miramar Beach, Florida 
 

April 9 
Asbury Community Car Show in Madison, Alabama 

 
April 16 

Gun Training in Fultondale 
Two sessions - 8:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon-3:00 p.m. 

 
April 17 

MACC Club Meeting at Mikey’s Grill 
 

April 21-23 
Central Arkansas Corvette Club Car Show in Hot Springs, Arkansas 

centralarkansascorvetteclub.com 
 

April 30 
Vette Spectacular at Zamora 

 
Suggestions are always welcomed. 

Contact me at plawrence@otelco.net 
 
 
 

 “I haven't been everywhere, but it's on my list.” 
― Susan Sontag 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Membership News 
Sara Boehme 

 
We have had several new members join our club, some from the World 
of Wheels.  Please be sure to introduce yourself when you see them and 
make them feel welcome in the club. 
 
Louis & Donna McCurry 
Clay 
2003 Gray Coupe 
 
Wayne and Pattie Bowling 
Hoover 
1973 Green 
 
Joe Antonio 
Birmingham 
1999 Black C5 
 
Ron Cooper 
Hueytown 
2002 Black Coupe 
 
Dwight & Elaine Dellinger 
Montevallo 
1975 Silver Coupe 
 
 
 
I know many of you have bought new cars. Please send me any updates so I can fix 
them on the membership list. I never know all the details until you send it to me.  If 
your car, address, phone, email, etc. changes, please let me know to fix it on the 
membership list.  Also go to the website and make sure all your information is 
correct, including the birthday/anniversary list.  If you are not on it, Kristy won’t 
know when to send you a card.  Sara8464@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
  

 

 Sunshine News 
Kristy Trammell 

 
 "As Sunshine Chair, I would like to wish everyone in March and April a Happy 
Birthday and to those having an Anniversary a Very Happy Anniversary.  
 
Birthdays for March.                                                              
 
Tess Simons  
Kaye Blakney  
Jim Simons  
Johnny Dunn  
Gene Lowery 

Michelle Dunn 
Ira Jones 
Phil Bailey 
Violet Jones   
Tony Crapet

Carrol Tishnell       Michelle Rogers 
Tony Waitzman 
  
"Happy Anniversary to those happy couples who are celebrating anniversaries" 
 
March Anniversaries   
 
Bettie and Merv Torme 
Ira and Mike Jones 
Peggy and Bill McInnish 
Justine and Fred Atkins  
Jenney and Greg McAnnally. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 



 
 

I would like to say Happy Birthday to the following members Birthdays for April: 
 
Don Fox    Arnold Reichert 
Toby Truett    Carla Boone 
Don Ghareeb   Janelle Houser 
Sharon Mathews   Billy Cowart 
Theresa Williams   Robin Carter 
Jo Morton Sloan   Donnie Hulsey 
Paula Miller    Frank Roncadori 
Joan Hydrick   Dean Rogers 
Elba Schwartz   Gloria Williams 

  
April  Anniversaries: 
 
Tess and Jim Simons 
Julia and Danny Thomason 
Tricia and Dwain Lawrence 
Kim and Charlie Rauccio 
Faye and Thom Williamson 
Frankie and Luther Pardue 
Jo Ann and Paul Jones 
Angie and Tony Waitzman.  

 
Thank you 
  
Kristy Trammell 
  
The Sunshine Chair 

 
 
 
 

 



	  
  

 

2015 Memories 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 



	  
  

 

 
 
 
 

Museum News 
Fred Atkins 

 
 

Friday Feb 12th was the two year anniversary of the day that a sinkhole opening up in the 
National Corvette Museum's sky dome swallowing eight Corvette and propelling the 
museum to the highest visitor counts since it’s founding. To help tell the story of that 

fateful day the Corvette Museum has opened its newest exhibit “Corvette Cave-in The 
Skydome Sinkhole Experience”. 

 The exhibit is divided into major sections which are The Day, Media Coverage, Pop 
Culture, Cars Affected, The Recovery, Karst Landscapes, What it took to Fix the 

Sinkhole and the Grand Finale. The exhibit uses photos, videos, informational text and 
interactives to share the sinkhole experience with visitors. Looking back two years ago I 

don't think any of us could have imagined that today we would be somewhat 
commemorating the sinkhole.                                      

 
Fred 

 

 
 
 



 
 

NEWSLETTER CO-EDITORS CONTEST  
 

MACC Members the 2nd run at this contest has been completed and the winner was 
announced at our November meeting. So for those who could not attend meeting let 
us walk you thru the reveal.  
 
Here is the original picture  
 
 

 
 
Here is the FULL COLOR  

 
 
 
 
There we many guesses and there was a winner of a gift certificate as well as one 
was awarded to the owners of the beautiful Corvette !!  
 
 
 
 
AND THE WINNERS WERE -- --- -  Wait for it --------   WAIT ---------- 

WAIT 



	  
  

 

 
 

CONGRATS TO HOKE FOR CORRECTLY GUESSING  
And ALSO TO DONNIE AND JILDA FOR SUPPLING THE VETTE  !!!!!   

 

 
 



 
 

Ready for more ????    Ok below is this months candidate. Remember the photo has 
been converted to a monochrome type shot so as not to give colors away. The 
object of contest is to see who can be the 1st to name the Car Owner(s). Please 

answer via email to newsletter@midalcorvette.com - Winner will receive a gift card 
to be announced at following club meeting 

 
DO YOU KNOW THIS SCOOP  

 

 
 

Be the 1st to answer correctly and be a WINNER  
 
 

Send your answers to newsletter@midalcorvette.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
  

 

Corvette Trivia 
 

C3: The Mako Shark (1968-'82)  
Based on the Mako Shark II showcar designed by Larry Shinoda and displayed during 1965, the 
third-generation Corvette's styling was flamboyant in its overall shape but restrained in its details. 
The fenders seemed almost to burst over the tires, but there were no phony scoops or extraneous 
chrome details anywhere on the car. The nose seemed to almost be plowing into the ground and 
used pop-up headlights to keep things sleek. There was a slight kick-up to the car's tail that was at 
least a bit reminiscent of Chaparral Can-Am racecars. 
 
This generation of Corvettes has never been as beloved as the second generation, but it's still a car 
that commands attention wherever it goes. "Getting emotionally 'hung up' on the Corvette's 
styling takes somewhat longer than becoming enthused over its great driving characteristics," 
wrote Motor Trend, "but not much." 
 
Again there were coupe and convertible Corvettes offered for 1968. The convertible again stowed 
its top under a hinged hard cover, while the coupe featured swooping buttresses on either side of a 
tunneled-in rear window. The most unique elements of the coupe, though, were the two 
removable roof panels: the first "T-tops." 
 
Despite the all-new body, the chassis and drivetrains were all familiar. The wheelbase was still 98 
inches and the standard engine was still a 300-hp 327 small-block V8 topped by a four-barrel 
carburetor. The optional engines included a 350-hp 327 and all the big-block 427s from '67, 
including the awesome L88. 
 
Though it replaced a beloved icon, the "Mako Shark" 'Vette proved a hit during the '68 model 
year, with Chevy selling 9,936 coupes (starting price $4,663) and 18,630 convertibles (starting at 
$4,347). That was yet another record, and it was accomplished despite calamitously bad quality 
control. 
 
For 1969, the Sting Ray name returned, though now spelled out on the fenders as one word, 
"Stingray" in chrome script, and the quality of assembly improved markedly. Minor changes 
included moving the ignition key to the steering wheel and incorporating the back-up lights into 
the taillights. The most significant mechanical change was the replacement of the 327-cubic-inch 
small-block V8s with new 350-cubic-inch versions. As with the 327s, the 350s were rated at 300 
hp in base form and 350 hp in the optional "L46." The 427s also returned in force, carrying the 
same power ratings as '68's. 
 
There was, however, one earth-shattering addition to the line: the ZL-1. The ZL-1 engine was 
basically an L88 427 big-block V8 done up in all-aluminum construction, which made it 20-25 
pounds lighter than a small-block. Intended for road racing and equipped accordingly, only two of 
the 585-hp ZL-1s were produced. Motor Trend got to drive one of them. 
 
"The ZL-1 has Ferrari speed plus," Eric Dahlquist, then the magazine's editor, wrote. "Ferrari 
handling and Ferrari brakes but without Ferrari fuss and bother so you can enjoy it, the car, more. 
Therefore, even without the super Ferrari leather interior and Ferrari coachwork, it is still better 
than a Ferrari in its own right because there is no distraction and everything in perspective, 
aluminum engine, fiberglass body and all, the ZL-1 is nearer a Chaparral 2G for the street.... The 
ZL-1 doesn't just accelerate because the word 'accelerate' is inadequate for this car. It tears its way 
through the air and across black pavement like all the modern big-inch racing machines you have 



 
 

ever seen, the engine climbing the rev band in that kind of leaping gait as the tires hunt for 
traction, find it, lose it again for a millisecond, then find it until they are locked in." 
 
The four vertical side vents on each front fender of the 1968 and '69 'Vettes gave way to a new 
crosshatch pattern for the 1970 model, and amber front signal lights and square exhaust outlets 
also appeared. And finally a four-speed manual transmission was made standard equipment, 
replacing the desperately lame three-speed no one was buying anyhow. 
 
The engine lineup for '70 was also revised with a new, thoroughly friendly 370-hp "LT-1" 350 
joining the lineup and all the 427s departing in favor of two new 454-cubic-inch big-block V8s: a 
390-hp "LS5" wearing a four-barrel carburetor and a tri-power-equipped "LS7" making a claimed 
460 hp. However, the LS7 carried a $3,000 option price and there's no record of any having been 
built. It would be a long while before Corvettes would be so powerful again. 
 
With stricter emissions controls in force, the compression ratios on all Corvette engines dropped 
for 1971. The base 350 now plugged along with 270 hp, the LT-1 350 dropped to 330 hp and the 
detuned LS5 454 now made a mere 365 hp. Gone was the LS7 454 and in its place was an "LS6" 
454 four-barrel V8 rated at 425 hp. Those are still heady numbers, but the diminution of Corvette 
performance would continue throughout the rest of the decade. Except for the power losses, the 
'71 was essentially the same as the '70. 
 
The power drain would continue for 1972 and was exaggerated by a switch from SAE gross to 
SAE net power ratings. So the base 350 now carried a measly 200-hp rating, the LT1 made just 
255 hp, and the sole big-block, an LS5 454, could only muster 270 hp. About 30 '72 Corvettes 
were powered by a special "ZR-1" version of the LT-1 350 as part of a club-racing package. 
 
A body-colored rubberized front bumper took up residence on the 1973 Corvette, replacing the 
chrome strip used previously. Furthermore, the side vents were now single, almost vertical, 
openings and radial tires were standard for the first time. Power dropped again, with the base 350 
now rated at 190 hp and a new optional "L-82" 350 making 250 hp. The sole 454 was an "LS4" 
rated at 275 hp. 
 
The '73 Corvette's rubber nose was paired with a matching wedge-shaped, body-colored tail on 
the 1974 Corvette as designers elegantly coped with new bumper regulations. There was some 
more jiggling of power ratings on the engines, but the big news was that this would be the last 
year for the big-block V8. 
 
Ordering a 1975 Corvette was simplified down to two engine choices: the base 350 V8 making a 
hideous 165 hp or the L82 making 205 hp, with both exhaling through a catalytic converter. A 
modification to the bumper system meant the '75 Corvette's rear bumper cover was now a one-
piece molding, unlike the '74's that had an unsightly seam down its center. But the Corvette was 
still amazingly popular, with Chevy selling 33,836 coupes and 4,629 convertibles during the '75 
model year. 
 
Chevy sold exactly zero 1976 Corvette convertibles by simply stopping production. The base 
"L48" 350 was now rated at 180 hp as engineers were beginning to grasp the intricacies of 
emissions regulations, and the L82 350 jumped to 210 hp. Both engines breathed in through four-
barrel carburetors. 
 
Inside, the '76 Corvette got a new four-spoke steering wheel similar to that used on the Vega and 
Camaro (a wheel that was instantly despised by most enthusiasts) and the dash was now grained 
with "stitching" molded in. 



	  
  

 

 
The Stingray lettering was excised from the 1977 Corvette's fenders and steel reinforcements 
were added to the hood, but otherwise the car was a carryover from '76. 
 
To celebrate the Corvette's first quarter-century, the 1978 model's tail was redesigned with a huge 
wraparound rear window replacing the buttresses that had long been one of the coupe's signature 
design elements. However, while the large window did increase luggage capacity, it didn't open, 
so loading was still a matter of working around the seats. The interior was comprehensively 
tweaked and that included new instrumentation, a lockable glove box and the relocation of 
windshield wiper controls to a stalk on the steering column. 
 
The base L48 350 was now rated at 185 hp and a new dual-snorkel intake bumped output of the 
L82 version to 220 hp. The standard transmission was still a four-speed manual, with a three-
speed automatic optional. 
 
Two special-edition models became instant collectibles during the '78 model year. The first was a 
"Silver Anniversary" edition that featured a two-tone silver-on-top/charcoal-on-bottom paint job, 
and the second was the iconic black-on-top/silver-on-bottom limited edition Indy Pace Car that 
also featured a deep chin spoiler and ducktail rear spoiler. This was the first time a Corvette had 
paced the May classic and buyers snatched up the pace cars. Many pace cars wound up going 
directly into storage, and ultralow-mileage examples still regularly show up at auctions and on 
eBay. However, the pace cars aren't particularly rare, as Chevy wound up making about 6,500 of 
them. 
 
Though it was hardly the quickest Corvette ever, the '78 was tremendously popular, with Chevy 
building 40,725 of them: the first time the company had sold more than 40,000 units. 
 
On the outside, changes to the 1979 Corvette were indiscernible. A dual-snorkel air cleaner now 
fed the L48 350, boosting output to 195 hp. The L82 was treated to a new cam, larger valves, a 
higher compression ratio and a more efficient exhaust system, which all combined to push the 
engine to 225 hp. For some inexplicable reason, production jumped to 53,807 during the model 
year (yet another record) and the Corvette's first production push beyond 50K. 
 
An extensive design updating and weight reduction program had the 1980 Corvette looking more 
angular and weighing in about 250 pounds lighter. In every state but California, the base L48 350 
now made 190 hp and the L82 was rated at 230. Both were available with either manual or 
automatic transmissions. 
 
Californians, however, were stuck with only a 305-cubic-inch V8 making 180 hp that was lashed 
to a mandatory three-speed automatic transmission. Sales of the '80 Corvette slumped to 40,506 
units. 
 
What changed about the 1981 Corvette was the adoption of a new, much lighter fiberglass 
transverse rear leaf spring and a new, 190-hp "L81" version of the 350 V8 that was the only 
engine available. For most of the country, the L81 was no great shakes, but it was a definite step 
forward for California. In June of that year, Corvette production moved from St. Louis to a brand-
new facility in Bowling Green, Kentucky. 
 
Manual transmissions were banished from the 1982 Corvette, all of which were equipped with a 
four-speed automatic transmission for this year. Also, back after a 17-year absence was fuel 
injection, this time an electronic throttle body system known as "Cross-Fire" injection. The 
injection system boosted output of the L81 350 to 200 hp with much better drivability. 



 
 

 
Also offered during '82 was the "Collector Edition" Corvette that featured silver-beige paint, 
special graphics, multivaned wheels, bronze-colored glass roof panels and a rear glass window 
that opened hydraulically for easier storage access. 
 
With sales down to 25,407 units for the '82 model year, it was obvious the "Mako Shark" 'Vettes 
had exhausted their welcome — finally. 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
  

 

MACC’S NEW MEETING PLACE 
 

 
 
This has been a very pleasant surprise based on the many comments made at the last 
meeting. Thanks to Dwain and Tricia for searching out. If you have not been yet please 
mark your calendar for the next meeting in March.  Location very Vette friendly and 
service and food is excellent.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

         

Mid Alabama Corvette Club Meeting 
Sunday, March 20, 2016 

Mikey’s Grill – Southlake Center, Valleydale Rd    
 
 
 

 

AMERICA STILL BUILDS ROCKETS! 
 

 
 

 
   

             
 

 


